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vernaculars, so that it is simpler to teach the subject
in English, especially in the higher parts of a school
where technical terms are more numerous. Further,,
if vernacular equivalents for these terms were invented,
to teach them to a pupil would be just as difficult as
teaching him the English terms, and would double his
labour -if he made a higher study of the subject in
English at the University stage.
(c) English itself is a language of such importance
that every opportunity should be seized of giving the
pupil practice in it. To use it as a medium in other
subjects provides that opportunity : he thereby learns to>
speak, hear and write it incidentally.
Considering the present low standard of English
attainment in the ordinary matriculate admitted to a
college, the loss of practice in English from the abandon-
ment of English as a medium would mean a grave
setback to the student's University studies.
Against English as Medium
Answers are forthcoming to each of these three
contentions. To the first it is replied that in all larger
centres of population schools exist representative of the
various communities, and that, therefore, it is unneces-
sary to have more than one vernacular in any one school.
Hence the difficulty need arise only in small towns, and
in this case a single vernacular satisfies the great
majority, while it is open to the dissatisfied few to board
hi other schools. In any case, a general change of
policy is not defensible for the sake of a few.
To the second argument the reply can be made that
English technical terms can be transferred transliterated
to the vernaculars in need of them, that the abandon-
ment of "English for vernaculars as a medium will lead
to an enrichment of the vernaculars by those terms, and
that thus a duplication at the University stage will also
be saved. And that in any case the technical voca-
bulary required at the high school stage is not so large-
as to constitute a substantial addition to the pupil's
work, -and some of it will already have been learnt in,
the middle stage.

